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nur is a i lefarmune 3 in the 
oft. mig uided million: they are generally led 
afiray | by what is ſtrange, and wonderful, 
andany thing ſeemingly ſupported by a few 
texts of ſcripture (no matter how miſappli- 
ed), 5 is frequently attended with dangerous 
conſequences. My chief deſign, therefore, 
for anſwering the curious I muſt add ridi- 
culous — pamphlet of Nathaniel Braſſey Hal. 
hed, Member of Parliament for Lymington, 
was, to obviate thoſe idle and far-fetched 
arguments which were ſo raſhly advanced 
in defence of an enthuſiaſt.” After I had 
written a few pages, I had the curioſity to 
viſit this ſuppoſed prophet, who is a middle 
aged map, of mild aſpett, rather tall and 
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A 
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lender, his hair cut remarkably ſhort, and 
Eis attire pla. me; If! 
his book. I anſwered in the affirmative; 
for I underſtand, if I had ſignified the con- 
trary, he MIU 45e ld Il further 
converſation. He then talked in a wild, 
unconnected mannęx. referring me (as Mr. 
one" remarks) to the ſcriptures: in ſhort, 
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was to downright;ggnfirmation 9 the: em- 
preſss death, I. did not attempt to argue 
with, him upon chat point; only obſerved, 
that, it was in general, believed to be true, 
and that I thought there were ſuome grounds 
for the news. Mr. Brothets ſeemed; difs 
pleaſed; at being. doubted, and heſitated 
more than once in his replies. Our con- 
verſation was but ſhort, there being others 
deſirous of ſeeing him, and I being unwil - 
ling to be accounted one of the fools of the 


gage. My opinion of this character is, that 


he has been weak enough to liſten to the 
perſuaſions of ſome deſigning men, who 
have ſtimulated him, without doubt, to pub- 
liſn his book, for the purpoſe of promoting 

_ apprehenſion and ſedition ; while, in ſo do- 
ing, he has worked himſelf up to a ſtate of 
frenzy and enthuſiaſm. As this man has re- 
ferred me to the ſcriptures, and Mr. Halhed 
in his pamphlet pretends to argue from thoſe 
infallible guides, I ſhall meet him on his 
own ground; preſuming that, with very lit- 
tle trouble, I ſhall (to the ſatis faction of all 
Traders S) confute the arguments of the one, 
and 


(_ vii ) 


and thereby ſhew the inſignificancy of the 
other's prophecies. It is a taſk, I muſt own, 
which affords but little pleaſure; for what 
honor can be derived from a ſubject fo fu- 
tile and contemptible! But as ſilence, in 
this caſe, would be a ſeeming approbation 
of thoſe vile threats and follies, it is the pre- 5 


rogative of every true- born Engliſhman to 


ſhew, that he is not to be alarmed Wea: 


words or air. 
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How any man of common "underſtanding 
en avowedly attempt to defend” che inſanity, 
ot, at leaſt, the profanity of Ricu ary Baore RG, 
is to mne aſtoniſhing. By meer accident che 
rodoniontade ſtuff of that enthiifiaſtic writer 
fell into my -hands—a curſory view was ſuffi- 
cient—T thought no more of it; but when Mr, 
Halhed, a Mengen of PARLIAMENT, flood up in 
his defence; 1 own that I was both aſtoniſhed 
and aſhamed, nor, at "the moment of vonder 
could 1 forbear exclaiming | f A e heb « 


Narhaxlzx, NATRANIEL, que. te dementia cepit 75 


Therefore the next queſtion which 1 recom- 
mend to the Debating Society (who have already 
„ PL 2 B 5 Fee | 


e 
3 the Fg inſane), Which is 
more mad, or enthuſiaſtie— che Offender, or his 
Defender * | 
| WHO, and waar, is this foreſeeing Brothers ? 
We are told, by himſelf, he is „ The Man 
(God Almighty's Nephew) ak will be revealed to 
the Heb rews as their prince, to all nations 
as their governor, according to the covenant to 
king David, immediately under God.” Muſt 


vot the eng of every, pious christian tingle at 
the. borrid; rexpreſſiqn,. but u. more particularly 
when, defended? We are 19d. chat, Brothess is, 
2 ſecond, Moſes—and I ſuppoſe: his: Defender is 
a fend Arb, who, js appointed. to. ſupport 
thigomert, ang. ode? mann, few. of oferr?, and (of 
a. fa, mg; by. hig gage, and powerful argu- 
Wente. Te, prove. tber a, fel Raon. 
would, 1 confels, - be, an eaſy taſk; for, 2 
* ws: gyn words, he is devoted t to idolatry ; ſee- 45 
ing that through ze and CORRUPTION, he 
could part with his own ſoul! Says our blefled 
Redeemer,” What is a"inan who parts with his 
foub?: ET CHO n hom yeu believe, 
Wa on e d. C el; may 
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may tell you, „This night (or after- the earth 
quaks), thou ſhalt” be with! me in Paradiſe.“ 

Let us, however, obferve how judiciouſly Mr. 
Halhed vindicates the title which the ſham pro- 
phet alſumes, of Gi Almighty's Nepbew * Baer 
I ſincereiy hope there is ho man in Thie 
country who will openly deny that Jeſus 

<« Chriſt is God Almighty——if there be, 1 
r ſpeak not to him——I am ſure no Member of 
the eſtabliſhed Trinitarian Church can ſafely ſay _ 

< otherwiſe. Now if: Jeſus:Chrift had brothers 
and ſiſters, as: is expreſaly proved from the 
<< goſpel, the ſon» of any one of thoſe muſt: 
«. neceſſarily: have been bis Nephew. Extend 
the line of fikation as far as we pleaſe, 
4 though 5d, Too, or 1000 deſcents, the laſt 
« is ſtill a nephew, lineally deſcended from 
the firſt, in the ſame manner as every Jew, 
to this day, is a fon of Abraham, as we are 
N e us, 8 all en che ſons of 
a bx Mr: Halhed, + where is it ah 
ER: in the: goſpel,” that en mo- 
B 2 | ther 


E 
ther of Jeſus, had ſons and daughters? Both Mr. 
Halhed and his friend ſeem! totally unacquainted 
with the original meaning of the word brother: 
which, among the aneients, was uſed with greater 
latitude than at preſent; and applied, indiffer- 
ently, to almoſt all who ſtood related, in the 
collateral- line, as . uncles, nephews, firſt couſins, 
&c., &c. in which latter ſenſe it is thought to 
be uſed in the goſpels of St. Matthew. and 
St. Mark and by St. Paul, &c. Aud bis bre 
tbren, (meaning. ſays the ſham prophet,: brathers, 
as if every ſchool-boy. did not know that Bre- 
thren and brotbers were the plural number) James, 
and. Faſes, and Simon, and Judas, and bis fifters (i. e. 
their ſiſters, or our Saviour's firſt couſins in 
the ſemale line, fers being uſed here with the 
ſame freedom | as brethren) are they not all with us ? 
Se. (Matthew, Ch. 13, v. 55). Now if James, and 
Joſes, and Simon, and Judas, were not born 
till after Chriſt, one would think they would 
de too young, at this time, to have any (buſineſs 
with our Saviour (chap. 12, v. 46). Our Sa- a 
viour extends the meaning of the words bre-' 
| þ ther 


(733. ) 
ther and fifter,, by ſaying, ; that every one that 
does his will is bis: brother, and ſifter,' and mother, 
(ox. 0). The ſham' prophet; without heſitation 
declares James to be the e hen; becauſe, I 
fuppoſe, he is the f mentioned; he might 
have been, for aught we can tell: but, for my 
part, I think the names are promiſcuouſyy written; for 


tthe order differs in this chapter of St. Matthew, 


and the 6th of St. Mark, whereby it would 
be impoſſible to aſcertain which was the 
youngeſt. St. Paul calls James the Lord's bro 
ther, by the ſame rule, who - was. likewiſe 
ſtyled (as we are informed) James the leſs," biſhop 

of Jeruſalm. | Your defence might have been well 
enough, had the prophet called himſelf 'Chriff's 

brother, - ſeeing” that his. father we are an 
to call ouas ! nt 10 173 

I preſume, Mr. „Halbes, wa you i 
ſtand common ænigmas and conundrurns 
much better than the viſions and phraſes | in 
holy ſcripture—indeed you deal in  Pargdoxes and 
puzzles. Lou ſay the Holy, Ghoſt may have no 
thape ; then declare that he actually appeared 


as 


( 14. ) 
t 4 dove, when Jeſus Chriſt was baptized in 
Jordan, which, you preſume, no believer in 
the: goſpel: will conteſt with: you. Now. do; 
for I believe the tranſlation wat and that 
the true meaning is, 1b. ſdirit God. deſcended as 
a deve; WOULD DESCEN D, and not a a dene 41 
ſeveral. learned divines imagine) what; are we 
to think ef Mr. Brathers, who ſpeeifies: eren 
the hue: of the dove duer . I fear it 
Wa à fulſe ſpirit that he 86. 2 Nu. | 
=: Our bleſſed Redeemer Na us 5 
vue of falſe. prophets, ( which come to us in Hery r cla 
zw but jawordly are. raves wolnes./ It is. there- 
nom in belief, and not give: ear to the meer 
 ipſe dixit of a madman.—But—2ut vult Leibi 
Abitur 100 irt Go died nb nn | 
:-Þ-ahiok--if I conſuie Brothers in, any one 
particular, the whole of his peopberten muſt 
fall to the ground. Ie ealls bümſelf Jeſus 
brit Niphew, Where are thoſe miracles, which 
tvincad:the glory of the Son of God) Is the 
=: i | 5 | „„  wahbero- 


2 


[Hons IT. fy 
nephew inadequate! to the taſk 7” Has 0 
equal power to cure the lame; the blind &. 
During ſuch hard times as theſe, it would bt 
x dive action ie fd | miltitudes, to turn bu 
thiter into "wine; Or, a8 water is flow farce, Me. 
ſes⸗ like; the recti into watts ! Where is che prox 
bat of his being a /tond Moſes? Where is his 
ſerpent-rod for any one can Giſplay a com- 
mon one -bis Ieprous hand? Will: he divide 
che Thames, thät wel may walk through it? He 
has threatened to plague ud, indeed, with d 
and earthjuater; but let him ſende haft. and lia, 


5 and then we ſhall peliebe. Let us, however, 


take à view of Drothers's: modeſt : uſſtveration 
of: himſelf; He tells us (p- 65) that the 8th 
chapter of Daten refers to him; chat he is 
the -prophet, chere promiſed, like ante duges, and 
confirmed (ver. 18): hy the Lon! I wonder 
the denunciation againſt Falſe; propbarn, in the 
doth verſe of this -: chapter; did not ſtrike 
Richard Brothers 5 8 awer Let him care- 
ly: 1 Kc Her rea 4 888 49 5 = 
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Some commentators. imagined. this prophet, | 
enen by Moſes, was Joſhua, from - 
Bickis.. ch: 46,.v..1; becauſe: he was Moſes's fuc- 
coſſor ¶ Num, ch. 1. v. 1) and God: was with him 
lle vas with Meſes (v., 17). Let in the 34th 

chapter of Peuronem (V. 10) we read, There aroſe 
riot a prophet in 1ſtael like unte Moſes, uubom io Lotd knew = 
Fact to fucr. H this paſſage was added after Moſes's | 
death, as ſome declare; byoJoſhua bimſelf, then 
Re conſequently excludes himſelf from being a 
prophet like unto Moſes. Some think it was 
Jeteiniah; with leſs reaſon; others, A. ſucceſſion - 
of prophets:—bur ſurely the word is in the fingu- ; 
far number; and if the above verſe was added, a 
Joie declare, by Ezra, neither Jeremiah, nor the 
jeſt of the prophets, were meant; nor Brothers 
Jam ſure; for when did he % the Lord? As yet | 
he has not had the arrogance to declare he did 
Certainly our bleſſed Redeemer, who held com. 
munion with the Father, is the prophet here al- 
luded to, as is confirmed by the teſtimony of Sr. | 
Peter, which Brothers arifull endeavours: to d | 
away. That Chriſt was like 1 Moſes, has i in many 
"30h 5 inſtances 


„ :)) 


| 8 been proved. Euſebius, Who is very 
copious on this ſubject, draws a parallel between 
5 chem: and though the one was a man, and the 


other God in human nature, the: reſernblaner is 
ſtriking. ſin anly excepred. It is obſerved by Dr. 
Jortin, chat Moſes in bis infancy was preſerved, 
when the reſt of the children were deſtroyed; ſo 
was our Saviour when Herod commanded all the 
innocenta to be put to death. Can Brothers pro- 
duce a more ſtriking. or «s ſtriking a fimilitude ? 
Moſes alſo fed from his country to eſcape the 
wrath of /Pharavh ;.. and. Joſeph likewiſe took 
| Chriſt 19:Egypt, w preſerve him from the rage of 
Herod. | | Howerer, Brothers may hereafter boaſt 
than: he fled from his country to efcdpe Budlam or 
Nowgats.'' Again Moſes refuſed to be called the 
ſon of Pharaoh s daughter; and Chriſt, though 
the Sen of God, would not accept of the tempo- 
ral kingdom of the Jews, But Brothers, I dare 

fay, would fir u mort vifont, if thoſe he applied to, 
' offered him a golden key for his mouth. Add to 
this, Moſes was learned in all the accompliſh- 
mentis of che Egyptian ſchools ; and likewiſe 
. C | _ Chriſt 


„ 
Chriſt, when only twelve years of age; was capa- 
ble of diſputing with the moſt experienced of the 
Jewiſh doctors. Poor Brothers, I think, cannot 
be ſo vain as to think himſelf aſſimilated to Mo- 
ſes in this reſpect. His Prophecies Mr. Halhed 
acknowledges to be replete wirh grammatical 
faults; deſtitute of harmony of arrangement and 
elegance of diction. To prove a greater ſimila- 
rity between Chriſt and Moſes, the latter we find 
contending with the Egyptians, arid the former 
caſt out devils; but Brothers, though he com- 
plains bitterly of the ci l ſpirits which/infeſt Lon- 
don, bas not proved the ability of baniſhing them. 
Moſes: foretold the calamities which would core 
apon the children of Iſrael: ſo did Chriſt. 
Moſes interceded jor ſinners: Chriſt laid down 
his liſe as a ranſom for them. Moſes inſtituted 
te Paſſover : Chriſt inſtituted the Euchariſt. 
Moſes ſet up the brazen ſerpent in the wilderneſs: 
Hund Ehriſt was liſted up on the croſs, that he 
might draw all men unto him. Moſes was a law- 
giver o was Chriſt. And can all theſe fimili- 
tudes be the effect of mere chance? oz did not 
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the one take place im conſequenee of its being 
ſoretold by the other, who, ſpoke by the direction 
of unerring Wiſdom.? It is added, in this chap- 
ter of Deuteronomy, that if this prophet (which 
BreTtHERs pretends is himſelf, and which I ſay is 
Chriſt), ſhould be rejected, then God would pour 
forth his fury on che people: and willzany man 
ay, Tat has. net happened? The Jews have been 
long ago outcaſts from the common privileges of 
all other people; and yet they are ſuffered to re- 
main on the carth, as an evidence of the Truth 
of thoſe books which they. profeſs to believe, but 
at the ſame. time wreſt to their own ruin. Can 
any man of ordinary underſtanding ſuppoſe. that 
God would diſhonour his Son ſo much as to ſend a 
| Man-prophet after him? No. | Chriſt is the pro- 
phet Moſes, foretold: and who could be more 
| ike to him, for the reaſons already given? Chriſt 
being as a man, and ſuffering. and «Jing like Moſes 
upon the earth. But has not our Saviour himſelf 
taken notice of this prophecy of Moſes in the 
Goſpel. of St. John, which goſpel Brothers ac» 
novel, to * authentic? Cermranyy he alludes 
c 2 to 


1. 200 


. Aae of Meſes, cat they" oel 
heurteen unto this prophet (meamag himſel f). 
nee think that 7 will accuſe you 10 the father=<thirh it ove 
vhot #tcuſeth-you, even Ne, in whine ft; for zad yr 
belirved Mafes, ye would have beli bel me, vo Ht WROTE. .. 
ur u, (Jobs, chap. g, v. 45,246). Brothers pre- 
words put in his mouth, chat he ſhould ſpeak 
all that he was commanded (aceerding to ver. 
18). Now' what Moſes meant by theſe words. 
wn, thir che prophet, who was to be ſent, 
Would declare the will of God, to his people, 
in a frer and familiar manner. This our bleff. 
ed Lord and Saviour did; his doctrines were 
doch confirmed by miracles, and ealeulated to 
promote the - good of mankind. - The predic... 
tion againſt thoſe. ei nt here hs A, 


; executed upon we Jewiſh vial,” for their cruel : 
| yrearment of the prophets in general, and of 
zhe Meſſiah in particular: the horrors, diſcord, 
and diſtreſs, which preceded the taking of Je- 
ruſnlem, by Time, are not 19 be paraſieled in 

_ hiſtory, 


ann | 
hiſtory; ancient br modem 1 hive deſired 
Bad rerrRs · do read the 2cch verſe, and treble? 
Let him alſo read the laſt in this chapter: 
man @ prijher” ſpenteth, in the "name. of the” Larth 57 
the "thing "follow * ot, nor tome to paſs,” thar It rh "thing 
which "the" Lord "hath" nor ſpoken, bur the prophet hath 
Haun. "of it prefumpruenſy, thi Walt nit br ral of 
ziim. N pretender to "divine © miſſion Was al- 
ways” confdered as un impoftor,” if the pro 
phety ot wirzele, pon which be founded fits 
prtrenſions, did not come to Palt. But he wak 
not atways to be confidered as "a "true Lon won 
ben it did. He was not to de looked” upo l 
in that light, except the prophecy, or wt 
was calculated to ſupport a doctrine worthy of 


the Irc! Brornsks prices himſelf upon av. 


ing foretold ſome events relative” ro Ffaste 


— 


I. myſelf, predicted the unhappy „Queen's death; 
vet Tf amr Frophet.” We needed "no bree 
to come and tell us many things, which thick 

it was eaſy. enough” to anticipate; . en 
Ip Having delivered the many inſtances' of ftrik- 


ing nan between our Redeemer and Moſes, 
let 


i e 
an « while, examine che pretended Hens 


* The Wandel bbs ene ane, the two 
perſonages, Mr. Brothers ſtates. io have tal- 


< ied hitherto, and, he aſſerts, will continue to 
wy for as Moſes aſcended. from the ark 
* of bull-ruſhes, ſo did Mr. Brothers ariſe from 
4.2, chip, having been bred to the navy.” — 


* Amazing ſimilitude! But pray how many. others | 


| beſides, Mr. Brothers, are like to Moſes in. thi 
rhe? But to proceed :——* That this cainci- 


2 2 characters Might be . * . 


4 of God himfell.. be. cut a neal 


-* 1992, Which is to perſorm, preciſely, the ſame 


— 


« mincle with. , the former wand of Moſes,” 5 


Herein: Brothers bas acted very unlike Moſes ; 
_ thr. Moſes, Inſtead | of telling the people that 
| he, had. cut a, wand ſome time ago for the pur- 


poſe of changing it to a ſerpent, performed, 


art *. en in cutting 4 ae. nor has 


+ 5 
1 4 


with his rod, the miracle ar once; but Bro- 
Sore wang, is fil | to. perform it. There is no 


2 SER Moſes, 


a.) 
Moſes, in his hiſtory, aſcertained, like Bro- 


thers, when, or by what: means,” he procured his 


rod. The bold aſſertion, that Mr. Brothers 
had an intercourſe with God, exceeds all the 
blaſphemy that ever I heard -In what - flery- 
_ byſþ did God appear to him 2— All the pro- 
phets, which ſucceeded Moſes, pretend not to 


this honor. Our Saviour alone held cofinqrati. | 


nion with the Father; and, in the hearing of 


him. As Moſes was born in Egypt, ſo Lan- 


dn, Mr. Halhed has endeavoured to prove, 
(which, I ſhall anſwer hereafter) from St. John 


in the Revelations | (which J am ſure neither bs nor 


his prophetical friend: widerſtand)" is ſpiritually called 
SopoM,. in Egypt; N this, 2 of courſe, infers that 


Brothers, being born in London, ali, Ecver,. 
is ſtill more like to Moſes.. But in this he 
has materially; hurt the 6REAT ».PROPHET, who, 


Iam! ſurpriſed; was not warned in 4 viſion. to 
correct him: for Brothers himſelf has, in New 
oak (a place where Moſes never was), declared 
| chat x Wes NOT BORN 1N Lox Do. Prophets, 

DEE modern 
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4 
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: 
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dern ones 1 mean, who. eee e 


EYagy: mould have god mri. 

I bebe already ſaid eee 
dtavtiared 10 contradict thoſe paſſages, in the Acts 
ef the'holy apoſtles, where Chriſt is proved to be 
h prapbet which tvas promiſed. It is now enpedi- 
e ee eee mare n h 
ſubjedt. Dal 1 s eee | 
Brother hat quoted w_ a bf me 8 

teig M heing (he 68) miſunderſtood by expounders 


_ of the ſcripture, and as he is cormdndell to inſert and 


emu ie for the bengfitrof mail, n. But he only 


© Gightly/mentions: che. 5d chapter, which, 4s it 
 precades-the 5th, I A ARC 


and thereby confute Mr. Brothers. K 
Acre, chap. 3, ver- 22. For FOIL 3 


ee fathers, 4 prenber all the: Lord God raiſt D 
v of dur Brabrem lile witta me: eee „ 


— . 

New Mr. Halhed, and Mr. 3 
deg leave to remark, that the word feoLY, 
r — 


4 
+ 5. as es 


223 


| Fun, fs 4 1 FOO 
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accompliſhment 6 this prediction in th coming 


F eur Saviour :—-Otherwiſe how could St. Peter 
have declared that Moſes had TRULY. ſaid? 
verſe 24. Tea, and all. the prophets. from Samuel, and. 
2 that follows ofter, as mam as haue * bave like- 
| wiſe faratold of theſe days — | art 
The primary word of this verſe (4) unites 
it with the prereding . ſo that it is not any 
freſn matter the apoſtle is introducing, but ſtill 
confines himſelf to the ſubject of that prophet 


* 


whom Moſes alluded to; and the concluding 


. words, of theſe da, imply the coming of the | 
Meffiah,'and his kingdom. How, therefore, can 
Mr. Brothers dare (page 68) to- aſſert, that St. 
Peter, herein, does not mean chat Chriſt is rhe 
| . prophet alluded to by Moſes ? 


From this er Mr. Brother has made 


ö in the ee 0 commanded ta inſert and 


explain it, One verſe, however, addreſſed to the 
Jews, I. ſhall. take the den of Ee by 


: 2 . 
. &. * 
3 
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Verſe 52. Which. of the prophets have not your 


fathers perſecuted? And they have ſlain them which 


ſhewed before of the coming of . the Ju One, of _— 
ye have been now the betrayers and murderers. Ns 


But it was policy in Mr. Brothers to omit 


this verſe, as he could not then arrogate in 


the leaſt degree the dignity and | honour of 


being that Fu One, of whom Moſes prophecied. 


But I ſhould be glad to be informed, if Ri- 


chard Brothers was indeed the prophet promiſed, 


and St. Stephen, at this critical period, when 
ſo foreign to the purpoſe? We are told, in the 
preceding chapter, that certain ſynagogues aroſe 
diſputing with Stephen, and that men vere 
ſuborned, which ſaid, i bave beard bim ſpeak 


* blaſphemous words | againſt Nieſes und againſt God. For 
we have heard him ſay, that this Feſus of Nazareth 
ſhall deftroy this place, and Jhall - change the cuſtoms which 
| Miſes delivered us, (ver. 11, 14). On this account 


the ſaint was brought to the council, and 1 
preſume that he had no occaſion to mention 
that one BroTHzrs would be hereafter born to 


alarm 


why the ſubje& was introduced by St. Peter, 


£961 


alarm old women {wich his bombaſtic "a 
. cies. It behoved him to prove that Jeſus of 
Nazareth was the prophet that Moſes had pro- 
miſed. Had he infinuated that another prophet 
was to come, after. Jeſus, he would have con- 
demned himſelf, and his enemies have had juſt 
occaſion for accuſing him of blaſphemy againſt 
Moſes :—which blaſphemy was changing the cuſtoms, 
that is, giving new laws. Moſes was the law- 
giver till the coming. of the ſecond prophet, and 
this is what increaſes the ſimilarity between 
the Man- prophet and the God- prophet What 
Laws has BroTHERs ifſued forth yet; and 
he does, wHO WILL OBEY THEM? | 
I cannot but admire the great craft which 
has been made. uſe of by this ſham prophet, 
in chuſing the moſt intricate parts of the ſcrip- 
ture to anſwer the purpoſe of deception : he 
continually refers to the Apocrypha and Re- 
velations for his prophecies and probats—Now 
our bleſſed Saviour always referred us to the 
moſt comprehenſive parts of the holy ſcripture. 
But I wonder Mr, BroTners would inſert the 


VGV 


(0 


book of Eſdras winger the arti of Apocry- 
pha (which Greek word ſignifies writings of un- 
certain authority), as thereby he gives juſt oc- 
caſion to dub the veracity of his aſſertions. 
Mr. Brothers, when an officer in the navy, 
fays, that he had always a pre-ſentiment of 
being ſome time or other very great; and, as 
now he ſeems poſitive, of his exaltation, recom- 
mends to every perſon to read the /tzth.chap- 
ter of the book of Eſdras to the 13th: verſe, 
it mean bimpelf. 1 think it rather extraordi- | 
= that he , ſhould ſtop at this particular 
verſe, where there is no peried; or that the reader 
ſhould not go on further, where there is an in- 
terpretation of all thoſe preceding verſes. The 
matter which Brothers thus preſumptuouſly aſ- 
ſumes to himſelf, is the viſion of a man com- 
4 ing out of the ſea, who ws to deliver the 
_"T and in vetſe 32, it is explained - then 
my ſen be declared, (i. e. the Son of God) 


* theu ſawef as a nan aſcending. 'BroTHBRs, 


= I grant, has made a quotation from this part, 
bdut be has not attempted to illuſtrate it 
| 8 only 


3 

only he harps upon thoſe words coming up from 
the midſi of the fra, as an alluſion to his be- 
ing in the navy; ug! if no other perſon could 
boaſt, at preſent, of having had that honor. 
But Mr. Brothers's advocate has thought pro- 
per to inform us, that the word /:a cannot be 
taken literally, “ as, in allegorical writings, every 
word is a portion of the allegory.” Herein I 
agree with Mr. Halhed; and this very remark 
of his confutes the aſſertion of his friend, the | 
prophet : for if the word ſea be allegorical, as no 
doubt it is, it cannot | poſſibly allude to Mir. | 
Brothers being in the navy. 

Mr. Halhed is conſcious that the 2d book 
of Eſdras has been always eſteemed fabulous; 
and, indeed, his account concerning the retreat 
of the ten tribes is ſo inconſiſtent, and full 
of uncertain .traditions, that very little credit 
ought to be given to it. However, much in- 
duſtry has been diſplayed to appropriate the 
11th chapter, of this doubful book, fo the pre- 
ſent. time. However, in verſe 40, & c. of the 
ks ts it is evident that Eſdras alluded 


© 


F 
to \paf times. Never did people experience 
the unhappy revolutions, therein prophecied, 
more amply than the kingdom of Iſrael, other- 
wiſe called the kingdom of the ten tribe: who, 
in conſequence of their ſin, were carried away 
captive by . Tig-lath-pileſer' and Salmanaſer his 
ſon, kings of Aſſyria, and never more returned 
to their native country, religion, or government. 
The place to which theſe ten tribes were tranſ- 
ported, and whether there are any veſtiges of 
them yet remaining, are ſubjects that have ex- 
ereiſed the pens of the ableſt_ authors in all 
ages; eſpecially as the deſeendants of the other 
- two tribes have ſtrenuouſly aſſerted, that their 
captive brethren have, all along, lived in great 
proſperity and grandeur, in ſome unknown land; 
as a national and united body, in an independ- 
- ent ſtate, and under monarchies and republics 
of their own. By the 2d book of Kings, chap. 

17, ver. 6, it is expreſsly mentioned, that the 
| Hraclites were carried into two diſtinct places, 
namely, Aſſy ria and Medes, and that they were 
ſcattered and 8 * in deln n over 


* 
I | 


the 


: Ce) 
the whole face of the earth. In ſhort, though 
Artaxerxes in his commiſſion to Eſdras, gave free 


liberty to all the Jews in his dominions to return 


to Jeruſalem, if they were ſo minded, which ſome, 
without doubt, moſt gladly embraced; yet the 
main bulk of the ten tribes, being unwilling to 
| remove, continued in the land of their captivity; 


therefore all theſe; prophecies, fich ſome have 


miſtakingly applied to their return from Babylon, 


are certainly forerunners of a greater event even 


their converſion and final reſtoration under the. 
Wt ger ons MeſhabiſCin 1 e d Lana 


Of courſe, Brothers and his 3 = 
advanced very lame authorities to. corroborate their 
bold aſſertions. Theſe paſſages, though twiſted 
and tortured as they have been, have no affinity 
whatever to the king of Pruſſia, &c. GC. | In 
like manner the prophet Daniel is played upon, 
and an abſolute parody. written upon his viſion. 
Though great as Mr. Halbed thinks himſelf in 

decyphering myſterious and allegorical modes of 
compoſition, he has, in a very forced manner in- 
deed, read the modern hiſtory. of Europe, in the 


prophetic 


W 


— 
. ——— 


„ 
prophetic records of the Old and New Teſta. 
ment. The key which he thinks Mr. Brothers has 
found for the unlockiag of thoſe: ſecrets, is a falſe one, 
and-{erves only to ſpoil and entangle the whole. 
Give me leave, Prophet as thou Armory be, 
to ſet both thee and thy e right. 
Daniel, chap. vii. ver. 2, & . 7 ſow in my viſion by | 
night, and behold, the four wings of the heavens flrove upon 
the great ſea. Ani four great ra: came wp Joe the Jon, 
e &o. &c. 15 alan r 

In ancient times conquerors were 2 IT 
ed by different emblems. Thus 3a lion de- 
noted force, an eagle rapidity, c. &ci The firſt 
beaſt, which Brothers has the audacity to ſay is 
the king of England, was meant for Nebuchad- 
nezzar, who was looked upon 8 a lion, till the 
cbnqueſts of his army were topped, or, as the pro- 
pher expreſſes it, his wings plucked, by the Joint 
forces of Cyrus and Darius, who made attacks 
upon che Babyloniſn empire! for near twenty years 
before its final deſtruction. Here it is neceſſary 
to remark, both for Halhed's and Brothers's in- 
formation; that this viſion which the prophet had, 
= Rt was 


133 
was ſwenteen years before the occurrences in the 


preceding chapter. he» ecorid beaſt (which is 
now prophecied to be ti NM 5 of Ruſrit,) is, with 


gteater reaſon, underſto & 5” be the Perſian em- 
pire, which gradually tbſe to its then ſtate of 
power And greatneſs; anch the thru ride, which Mr. 
Halhed pb/ophicall interpret! h er three ap petits 
mean Babylon, Lydia, and E ; Cyrus" having 
ſubdued: Lydia in the time of Crœſus, and Egypt 
being conquered' by Nebuchadnezzar, ſtill re- 
mained ſudect to the Buby leniahs, and conſe- 
quently upon the reduction of the 1 became 
We nou — _ : 

I cannot but admire! the great "ingenuity Mr. 


Hathed has diſplayed in taming and familiorizing the 


third beet but we are told, by naturaliſts, that 4 
lapatd aber was amd, Were the French, then, 
always ferocious? Not wirhſtanding all Mr. Hal- 
hed's iltuſttarions, I fear Brothers's attempt to 
ſhow char the chird beaſt is a reference to the 
ncte king of France will be ineffectual. His ex- 
pounder bas laboured exeeedingly to prove the 
. but Ri, ke other commentators, I do 
A: © Wo believe 
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believe that the 8 empire, under n 
is the juſt ſignification. And the 13th chapter of 
Reyelation, which. BzoTazss would fain perſuade 
us means. the death of Charles I. of England, and 


| which Mr. Halhed looks upon as a. corroboration 


of his fanciful. aſſertions, is a freſh inſtance of much | 


labour being ſpent in vain. All expoſitors of the 
Haly Scriptures have | ; unanimouſly. agreed, that 
che beaſt herein mentioned, having . ſever. beads, ann 


ten horns, implies. the city of Rome, ſtanding upon 


ſeven hills, and the ten Xa into which its 


dominions were to be divided. nog Nane 
To complete the farcical oth. of this 


| von we are told, that the: e ants; corey hi- 


empitt; js ths preſent: 8 of 3 and 


the ten horns, the Electors or Princes of the Em- 
Pire.— Riſam teneatis, Amici? I am of opinion, that 


there ten horns (as I ſaid before) denote the ten king= _ 


. doms i into which the Roman Empire was divided. d 
The vigilance and policy of the Roman Hierar: - 
chy (which became proverbial) are fully ſet, forth 


r. the Harm . Den _ the 1 turbulence 


i 


6-463 
and aiſphrarions of thoſe times, is the mouth ſpeak 


Ing griat things. In the interpretation given to 
Daniel, it is expreſſed that the ten horns out of this 


| Kingdom (i. e. the fourth beef) are ten Kings, by 


which are meant kingdoms, and which is ſo tra nf- 


lated by the Vulgate, Greek, and Arabic. If we 
fix the ra for theſe ten Kingdoms, they will be 


Sundae follow :-1 e i 
I. Britons. 6. Almons“ RE 1 
— Ws INT 'Viſigoths. - 
335 ' Bargundians, ne» Oftrogorhs, 2 
1 4. Saxons. TE 9. Greeks. © 
a 'Vandals.'' © 10. Suevians. 


Now the little horn is an allufion to the anti- 
chriſt who ſhould root up three of theſe ten kings, 
and domineer over the reſt. The antichriſt is ac- 
c knowledged to be the Pope, who was to riſe after 
the other, or, acco 'ng to the Greek tranſlation, 
 tebind them, for gradually growing, the ten kings 
were not aware of it till it overtopped them. The 
three firſt horns (or kingdoms) were to be plucked 
up by the roots, via the exaſchate of Ravenna, 
. en of Lombardy, and the ſenate of 


E 2 ET Rowe. 
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Rome. The firſt was ſurrendered to.the FIG by. 
Pepin,, king of France, A. P. 755; the ſecond was 
ſubducd by Charles the. Great, called Cbarle- 
magne of France, who reſigned bis pretenſions to 
St. Peter, A. D. 7743 the latter was inveſted by 
the Pope, by Lewis the Pious, The Pope, by 
wearing a triple crown, denoted theſe three triumphs; 
yet ſtill he anſwered the character of 2 little born. 
the power of the Popes being originally very tri- 
fling, and their temporal dominions very incon- 
ſiderable in compariſon with the others of the ten 

Horns. The words (ver. 23. + he ſhall be fiverſe From 
all others, is, in the Greek and Arabic, he Jhall er- 
ceed in wickedneſs all. before bim. Either ſenſe, bow- 
ever, will correſpond with aur interpretation. The 
25th verſe, which is moſt terribly tortured by Bro» 
thers, is a ſtrong corroboration of the zrue meaning 
of the viſion. The remarks of Newton n 
are exceedingly eritical and juſt: — Aud be, Hull ſpeak. 
great words againſt the. neft High, qnd wear out the . ſaints 
of the mot High : that is, By wars, and maſſacres, _ 
and inquiſitions, perſecuting and deſtroying the 
faithful ſervants of Jeſus, and tbe true eee 


. Wl. 
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if God, who proteſted againſt, this antichriſt's 
innovations, and refuſed to comply with the ido- 
latry then in practice. Le ſpall think te change times. 
and manner, by appointing faſts and feaſts, canon- 
izing ſaints, granting pardons and indulgences fot 
ſin, inſtituting new modes of worſhip, impoſing 
den articles of faith, enjoining new rules of prac- 
tice, and reverſing at pleaſure the laws both of 
God and man. And they Hall be given into bis hand 
until i time, and the, and the dividing of time. Time 
implies . year, like 4 DAY, in the prophets; that 
is, ar; and years, and half a year, according to our 
late ingenious expoſitors, who have all <7 in 
2 calculation. . | SN 
Any. falſe. prophet, as 8 as Dian, 
may, by a little ſtudy, peryert many paſſages of 
the Holy Bible to anſwer. private purpoſes, particu- 
larly. the parts that are allegorical and figurative. 
There are many examples i in the ſacred Writings, 
where tribes, kings, &c. are compared to beaſts, 
and the like. The prophet Jeremiah has abſo- 
lutehy termed Nebuchadnezzar a. lion, which cor- 
3 . 1 chat the firſt beaft in Da- 


niel's 
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niel's viſion : Was the king of Babylon-<Zaiybr, in 
plain terms, neither Sopom nor Loxpon! Judab 
is likewiſe compared to a lion in-Genefis ; Tſachar to 
a ſtrong aſs; Dan to a ſerpent; iNophrali to a hind 
let looſe; Foſeph to a fruitful bought ws a 
ravenous wolf, & c. &c. e. 88 
Conjectural emendations upon the Apocalypſe, 
and the obſcure prophets, have generally been at- 
tended with ſerious conſequences. ' Hence' origi- 
nate fanaticiſm, atheiſm, &c. It is exceedingly 
difficult to draw out my/tical meanings with ſuff- 
cient certainty beyond what our infallible guides 
in the New Teſtament have already produced 
for us, or plainly indicated. The generality of 
_  Juch pretenders, thinking they have found a 
cue, or, as Mr. Halhed ſays, a key for that Pur- e 
poſe, rain in ſuch a violent manner, that they 
abſolutely force * ſuch heterogenous opinions, as 
to bewilder not only themſelves, but all their 


readers. Part uf the firſt book of Daniel, frem 


chefourth-verſs of his. Wound Ulkprer" ib tHe bad 
of the ſeventh, was originally written in the Chal- 
dee language, za demonſtration, W in that part 

a. „ art LW 
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kc; treats. of the Chaldean, or Babyloniſh affairs. 
| The. other ſix chapters, which: are likewiſe pro- 
phetical, contain the future events of foreign 
prinees, and kingdoms. St. Jerom informs, us, 
that Porphyry objected to his prophecies con- 
cerning the coming of the Meſſiah, and the 
great events of after- times: _ conſequently thoſe 
which related to the kings of Syria and Egypt 
muſt, have been written, after the times of An- 
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tiochus Epiphanes. . Thoſe prophecies, foretelling, 


the ſueceſſes of Alexander, (chap. d, ver. 5, and 


chop 9, ver. 3.) were Highly eſteemed by Alex- 
ander himſelf, and were written in Hebrew. 


I totally diſagree with Mr. Halhed in think- 


ing rhat Mr. Brothers has, in a ſatisfactory man- 
ner, proved that Babylon (as mentioned in the: 


11th chapter of the! Revelations), implies Lon- 
don. The prophecies of St. John, Paniel, Eze- 
kiel, &c.. chiefly refer to the Meſſiah; the time 


before, and the primitive chriſtians. | But let 
us remark this /atisfaory expoſition: he endeavours 


to ſhew, that the various and multiplied alluſions 


to navigation and commerce, in the deſcription 
1 bn +0 


40 | 

of this Babylan; cannot poſlibly be trained with 
any propriety to indicate. an inland city, totally 
incapable! of ſhipping,” and remarkably deſtitute 
of trade. Now, Mr. Halhed, you, yourfelf, have 
remarked, in à preceding page, that the word 

fea, &. cannot be taken literally; but, I ſuppoſe; 
ve tre to underſtand it allegorical or real, at- 
arne tn the inteifraation' Mr. Brothirs wifes? Fo 
comes it that the Roman common- wealth 18 
addreſſed; ©. by Horace, under the picture of 's 
foip? Rome was an inland city too was it 


© Eiiiden the poet meant? Now Herodotus informs 


us that Babylon was exceedingly fertile; and, as 
it abvanded in ib, there muſt have been ſome 
kind of navigation. Women were bought and 
fold, "and were ſaves in Babylon; and ſeals ef 
mer were wantohly abufed, by the papiſtical no- 
tion of . deliverance through pany”: "Theſe, 
to the intelligent reader, muſt; undoubtedly, be 
more frcible arguments, than Halhed's curious 
_ acknowledgment-(as already remarked), of having 
diſpoſed y bis Heal. nts ahs mou of a e Wo 
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That all Londoners make a mercharidiſe of their's | 


thus he writes: - 
«Muſt I ſpeak- out? (ſays Mr. Halhed) muſt 


T produce an inſtance ? Well, then, I have afl 


inſtance: 1 myſelf am that inſtance, and the 
Speaker is a living witneſs to the truth of my 


aſſertion. There has he ſat in his chair, day 


after day, for three years together, beholding 
me eronched behind the Treaſury” Bench, with 


my ſour in my hand, like a country girl in the 


market with her butter and eggs before her, 


anxiouſly waiting for the lucky moment when” 


the Tellers would come and rid me of my 
| burthen, © that F- might run home and hide 


myſelf. - And while I 4 ſell my foul, it was 


all in the true ſpirit of commercial credit that 


ſo peculiarly diſtinguiſhes this country: I ſold 


it purely upon truſt; 7 never baue received one 


filling; and now I am taught by experience to 


apprehend that the purchaſer will never pay me 
one farthing for it. But though I ſold my ſoul, 
I could never ſell my tongue. While the one 
- loitered an abandoned proſtitute in the market, 
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the other Temaingd e 1mmoveable at TAK 
The emancipation of the former would have 
opened the priſon, -doors af the _latter—could..I 
haye caught the Speaker's ehe! Hut it is of. no, 
conſequence, now Lilergvi qniman: meam and both 
my h my tongue * dog henceforth: at 
liberty, — il AG 3 nf 91115 
Not bw tongue, Mr, Halbed, for theres age 
few in the houſe ever heard; you. ſepk. But you, 
have given liberty, indeed, to your pen, when, 
thus you! have, undertaken to defend; a prophet 
(as he calls himſelf); who predicts the deſtruo- 
tion of, aux, nation and all for what? becauſe 
you have, already confeſſed, you, neu, reived, a 
| EP Tben. pray, Mr. Halhed, how did.y ou 
: ſell, your. ſoul! Jou 0 offered it fax, fate, but it. 
was not. purchaſed—-it; Was not. worth ove. ſarthing, 
Seeing then vou have redeemed your ſoul ed, 
yer neuen . now. en 60 N 
ver your . ſexes. , ien 9h tro? 164078 
In this | chapees. of; the; A wa, rend ; 
(verſe, 2); Habylen the, Greqs,, 19, alley, 81. fallen + 
"bi. is. Mhenzroe, fpvis of Prophecy, for. the 
| fourth of 


( 43 ) 

fontth verſe ſufficiently aſcertains' that Babylon 
was then Nanding, The cilamities denounced 
reſpecting merchandiſe, Kc. have a ſtrong afft⸗ 
l nity to thoſe againſt Bre, "which the prophe t, 


Eiékiel, mentions in chap. 27, ver. 26, 27, &c. 
— London, Mr. Brothets baus, is 55 "likewiſe known 


by the n ame of Sodom ;; mz "and f for this purpoſe the 


oh | 
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11th cha pter or Revelation is Pertenel. but 
55 * af R. one 

1 be” Treat tity, which Hirte 5 is "called "Row," ts 


| n where a 4% our Lord was grell, is Roms 
TO being, erycified | there afreſh, in the 
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bi erings of His irhful martyrs. : 
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ie. cannor b. but admire £ the cunning, as well as 
| fertility, of Brothers's, „genius; he has artfully 
guarded himſelf againſt | the non-fulfilmene | of 
any of his prophecies. Dreadful things (he rells 
us), were to, happen, but they, are. preyenred 
by his | entreaties: : we are, therefore, to ſuppoſe 
that the. Almighty, forbears his determinations 


chrough, his interceſſions. 2 Chriſtianity, has taught 
us another. dodtrine;: Chriſt ĩs:our mediator alone. 


By this, ; Jagacious , method, Brothers 4 convinced 


phat. the empreſs of Ruſſia has died a natural | 


. 8 death, 


1 
5 
7 


| 
| 


% 
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death, will fain perſuade us it was on account 
of his praying, that the evil, threatened, againſt , 
her, was turned away. According to this rule, 
there 1s no very great art in being a prophet. 
This, however, Mr. Halhed has ingeniouſly de- : 

fended, by proving that Abraham interceded 

for the preſervation of Sodom, and by. the Zoth : 
yerſe pf the 22d chapter of Ezckiel, which he 
 fays points out Mr. Brothers Handi in the gap 
before the city, that he (the Lord a) hould not afra it 
T hus Brothers is 2 ſecond dirahom,. as vell as 
Moſes. * Nay, it Toems tha | he has greater influence ; 

for Abraham's ſolicitations did not fave Sodom ! 


C Strange infatuation ! 1 hope, when the earth. 


quake comes, that Brothers will then” be 1 
kind as i y Lond 5 . the Gar, and Joy, for the 
Fly. | e 85 
ae now taken 2 erltical review of Mr. 
"Halhed 's teſtimony, I ſhall beg leave to con- 


0 fine myſelf to Mr. Brothers's Prophecies, and 
conclude with ſome deſultory remarks thereon. 


Though MT. Brothers, has created ſome 


drm among old Women, Vet! it has been ſhrewdly 


remarked? | 


c 


remarked by: ſeveral of thoſe very war that 
he ſpeaks 1 much of bimſelf. There are none of 
the Prophets, in e. Sacred Writings, Egotiſts. 
How comes it then that Brothers ſhould. appro- 
7, priate ſo many pages to the ſounding of his own 

name? The firſt verſe, he ſays, of the 4th chap- 


ter of the prophet. Iſaiah appertains to him. 


Now this firſt verſe belongs to the third chap- 
ter (the chapters being improperly divided) as 
it entirely alludes to the foregoing 3 
He is likewiſe the ROARING LION in the 37th 
verſe of the 11th chapter of the 2d book of 
Eſdras: now the prophet, in this chapter, al- 
| ludes to the diviſions that would take: place, 
in the Jewiſh ſtate, after the return from the 
| Babyloniſh captivity ; for the ſimile of an eagle 


(in the firſt verſe), denotes power—and the di- 
viſion of the feathers, public diſſentions. The 
next chapter, which contains an interpretation 


'. of the viſion (not according to that of Mr. 


Brothers), in the 32d verſe, declares the lion to 
be the anointed of the Moſt High, the Meſſiah, 
which character Brothers aſſumes. But this is 


not 


| 

| 
| 
| 
[ 
| 
q 
| 
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! 
| 
| 
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not his only preſumptive declaration; ſeeing 
that he cannot deny the palpable alluſions to 
the Meſſiab, in eme places, he has the auda- 
eity to tell us that the Meſſiah and he ate 
together meant in tuo ſueeeeding verſes, 30, 
and 31. But I ſhall! lehve it to ay Fedder if 
they cum find out rid perſons in theſe verſes: 
ad (He com ee e e ik izt 
ey wins „ ee ny 4 4 cee 9) 251 
mill bite Pal undertake to fight apt Aab, 4nd 
one ity” galt unbtber, on- people ae. unbt her, an 
Mp Dk Hain unbben Gs ir 07-10 75) 
Surely the coming of only on- perſon if herd | 
. denoted; and W w_ N e. gg 
50 be CUNTsr T! 29908 
Me. Uebe Wide us RV char hi Rel 
latte wits given to'St. John à Tong time affer 
me death of Chriſt, not to commemorate tRoſe = 
rhings- whieh' were before; which were fulfilled, 
and hieb were known before the tine of 
writing it, but to record thoſe things which" ate 
$6 be in future, and which are to be fulfllled. 
n this bug rine after Chrift, is, according 9 


al Irenzus, - 


OE 


Irenæus, A. D, 96, when St. John was baniſhed 
to the iſle of Patmos, by the; emperor Domi- 
tian. However, Sir Iſaac Newton fixes, the time 
of writing, this book (with great prpriety) in 
the tine of Nero. Brothers, himſelf,, agrees 
that the prophecics, herein correſpond: wich thoſe 
of Daniel; of courſe, they muſt appertain to: the 
Meſſiah: and tough they may, not directly 
treat of his firſt coming, yet, in many Places, 
they aſſuredly do of his fand. St. John a 
well as the reſt of the apoſlles, St, Jude, & g. 

were emyloyed in propagating the; Herd, and 


Cu 181 is the chief, Oy alluded to 61. jdt | 


in the rl pſe, 7 3 tote 81 (1% 
We are told, by. 8 that the a | 
ters of the prophet Haggai, mean the preſent 
time af the world &., Now Haggai, who, pra- 
phecied i in the Gth year of Darius Hyſtaſpes, was, 
inſpired, ſar.ahe, purpoſe of encouraging, the Jews 
ta proceed with, the rebuilding. of the city, and 
temple; afjer the. fqundation hach been, laid: fon 
the. people, had built houſes, for themſelves, but 
e to 406, jn.rehuildingthe; Temple, | 
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as appears from the ath verſe of the firſt chapter, 
and the 23d of the ſecond, which Brothers has 
falſely interpreted, Predicts, that the Meſſiah 
ſhould be inveſted with power and authority, as 
the head of the church, and judge of the world. 
Mr. Brothers ſays; that the meſſenger mentioned 
in the third chapter of the prophet Malaehi, and 
the Elijah mentioned in the fourth chapter, are 
two Giſtinct perſons. Herein Mr. Brothers is 
miſtaken. It is John the Baptiſt, only, who came 
in the ſpirit and power of Elias, preaching repent- 
ance; and that John the Baptiſt is ſignified by 
the name of Elijah, is apparent from St. Matt. ch. 
xvii. ver. 13. when our Saviour's diſciples under- 
-ft6o& chat their divine maſter meant John the 
Baptiſt by that title. 
very impartial reader muſt own, that Bro- | 
thers's book i is exccedingly dark and myſterious 

ut. To miſguide the million who are 


_ generally bewildered by a quantity, and are too apt 


to believe, what they cannot comprehend, we find ſe- 
veral quotations from the ſcriptures, without any 
8 application whatever. To add to the | 


: ; aner, 


( 

myſtery, and render che cloud more thick, ſe · 

veral words are put in Italics: in ſhort, the more 
we read, the more we find that the writer is in a 
labyrinth. He introduces names unknown to the, 
world, and runs on in ſuch a bombaſtic ſtyle, that 
reaſon has evidently left her ſeat! He has given 
us the 6th chapter of the Revelation, as relating 
he ſays) to the preſent war; this is the viſion, of 


the ſix, ſeals; but Mr. Brothers, notwithſtanding, | 
his quotation of. oy whole, afterwards alludes to 


0 the, Fifth and / xth ſeals. The fifth, he fays, i is now 
opened x the ſixth | is to be opened. In contradic- 
tion t to Mr. Brothers's foreſecing, abilities, I muſt 
obferve, that the fifth ſeal i is underſtood as an al- 


is Et 


luſion to the ſevere perſecution under Dioclehian,” 


3d WC 43336] WIFE, 


from A. . 270, to A. D. 304, which was the 
\ moſt extenſive and furious of all, for then: ſo 


many Chriſtians ſuffered death, that the heathens 


WS 2 


| boaſted, in an ancient inſcription, that they had 


e ec the name and ſuperſtition of the Chriſtians 
| Now the foxth ſeal, (which Brothers ſays is to be 
fulfilled) is ingeniouſly interpreted by Mr. Low- 


man, to refer to the reat commotions in the em- 
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pire; Hom Magni to Conſtantine the aer 


during which time there were many bloody bat - 
tles fought between the contending emperors, till 
Conſtantine aboliſned Paganiſm: and eſtabliſhed = 
the Chriſtian religion. This interpretation he 
-onfirms by appoſite paſſages" from e 
arid the heathen hiſtorians. 0 eee i 
on bal haboured excotdlingly 1 10 prove 


"e FF _#%, £4 


„ 


i think that which is : tndft* applicable to niwlelk, 


18 the 22d chapter of Kings; \ which he has frad 


into his work with 4 degree of imprudence, 1 
| think, : as he might ſurely have farefeen that the 


alluſion would have been made, This chapter is 
reſpeRing) falſe prophets, who, were prompted by an 
evil ſpirit to tell lies. And if the Prophet 3. deceived | 


„ El 2 Lon 


when . þ « bath Hei. 5 thi ing, thy, Lord bath deceived 


4 | qt] err 211 


that prophet, and the Lord qoil reel out his hand een, 


bim, and ul, de deſtroy |} hun from his people Jrael, (Ezek, 
by XIV. ver. "1 * Theſe wer Prophers, like Mr. 
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x; 2 that fler Weg own . Hi px] ſow We of 
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| -e were fyck as had feen vanity and hing ; 


4 vination, 


divination, . babe Wacht be God's prophets, when 


# a+ 


the 1200 ee if Ezekiel | diſplays: a 5 ad- 
mirable picture of the preſent anti- prophets. 5 
Be not deceived, Brothers, for chriſtian charity 
induces me to think that enthuſiaſm hath taken 
ſo great poſſeſſion of your mind, that you do not 
. the conſequences of what you pretend to ſee, 
Fanatics have frequently brought upon themſelves 
dire calamities, and while bewildered with ſtrange 
fancies, have not only deceived the weak and 
credulous, but in the end proved themſelves the 
greateſt dupes of wild imagination. I muſt fay,. 
chat I think you have arrogated more than any of 


880 | the real prophets ever did. Tou call' yourſelf a 


Moſes—Nephew of Chriſt—Son of God—a bright 
Star —a Sound of Thunder in the Ears of the 
Wicked a Lantern to the Jews—a Great Man!!! 

Kc. Now the Apoſtles, &c. were content to be 

| eſteemed the humble ſervants of Gad, and to /u Her 

ſhame for bis name. Jou think there is nothing in 
| your book that the Engliſh law can take hold of; 


y 5 Without being a . Comnfaller, 1 n beg 


leave 
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pire; from Maximilian to Conſtantine the Great; 


during which time there were many bloody bat- 
tles fought between the contending emperors, till 
Conſtantine aboliſned Paganiſm and eſtabliſbed 
the Chriſtian religion. This interpretation he 
confirms by appoſite paſſages _ W e 
and the heathen hiſtorians. 0 Meckel fag | 
"Bothers' hab laboured excel to. prove 
himſelf a prophet from the Holy Scriptures. "ile 
I think that which i is moſt: applicable to himſelf, 


is the 22d chapter of Kings; which he has rad 


into his work with ry degree of i imprudence, * 
think, as he might ſurely have fereſeen that the 


+#3- * 1715 ty. 


alluſion vould have been made, This chapter i is, 


i 2215 to all lies. ö 45 i the poplar 'be derived : 
„ 


that Prophet, ar and the Lord ql Hach out bis hand” en 


| him, and will, deſtroy } him from his people Ira, (Fuel. . 
A XIV. ver. 9.) Theſe were prophets, like Mr. o 


B. who ; prophecied out. Cl their own. bearts—fualiſ pre 


5 phete, that followed, their. own ſpirit, and Jaw nothing « of 
| tur they were och as had on vanity and ling h 


Ae, 


Ben? 
divination, pretending to be God's prophets, when 
the Lord bad not ſent them— they ſeduced the people. Thus 
che 12th chapter of Ezekiel diſplays a moſt ad- 
mirable picture of the preſent anti-prophets. BN 
Be not deceived, Brothers, for chriſtian charity 
induces me to think that enthuſiaſm. hath taken 
ſo great poſſeſſion of your mind, that you do not 
ſee the conſequences. of what you pretend to ſee. 
Fanatics have frequently brought upon themſelves 


dire calamities, and while bewildered with ſtrange 


fancies, have not only deceived the weak and 
credulous, but in the end proved themſelves the 
greateſt dupes of wild imagination. I muſt ſay, 
that I think you have arrogated more than any of 
| the real prophets ever did. Tou call yourſelf a 
Moſes—Nephew of Chriſt—Son of God——a bright 
Star —a Sound of Thunder in the Ears of the 
W icked—a Lantern to the Jews—a Great Man!!! 
| &c, Now the Apoſtles, &c. were content to be 
eſteemed the humble Jervants of God, and to ſuffer 
ſhame for his name—You think there is nothing in 


your book that the Engliſh law can take hold of; 
5 ihn being a Wonderful We, 1 muſt beg 


leave 


629 
leave to ſet you, to 'Tights—Perſons pretending to 
prophecies,” are puniſhable: at common law.” By 
ſtatute, Iikewife, if any perſon publiſh ſuch pro- 
| phecies; Bec. they hall forfeit * 10l. for the firſt 
offence, and ſuffer a year's ĩmpriſonment, and for 
the Krain incur the Gclaiture: Mack 162 * 
. „ ES u 1507 30 eee Nas 1 
It is Wurden to 440 « any e 
upon the fallacy and folly of Brothers :s predic- 
tions He may ſee whatever viſions: his fancy 
preients, and think what he likes, but the wiſe 
put no faith i in dream; and they who talk thereof, 
as Shakſpear remarks , talk of nothing.” God. 
hath already revealed his will, and it is impious to 
to ſuppoſe that; after his. Son, he would ſend ſuch 
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